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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER SENT FROM WHITE HOUSE TO 
SPEAKER CARL ALBERT FEB. 25. 

BEGIN TEXT: I WISH TO CONVEY TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MY DEEP CONCERN OVER THE PRESENT CRITICAL SITUATION IN 
CAMBODIA. AN INDEPENDENT CAMBODIA CANNOT SURVIVE 
UNLESS THE CONGRESS ACTS VERY SOON TO PROVIDE SUPPLE- 
MENTAL MILITARY ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. 

UNLESS SUCH ASSISTANCE IS PROVIDED, THE CAMBODIAN 
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ARMY WILL RUN OUT OF AMMUNITION IN LESS THAN A MONTH. 
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THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE ARE TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON US FOR 
THEIR ONLY MEANS OF RESISTANCE TO AGGRESSION. THE 
COMMUNIST FORCES NOW ATTACKING HAVE A CONSTANT. MASSIVE 
OUTSIDE SOURCE OF SUPPLY FROM THE NORTH AS HAS BEEN 
DEMONSTRATED BY THEIR ABILITY TO SUSTAIN THE CURRENT 
HEAVY OFFENSIVE. 

IF ADDITIONAL MILITARY ASSISTANCE IS WITHHELD OR 

DELAYED THE GOVERNMENT FORCES WILL BE FORCED, WITHIN 
WEEKS, TO SURRENDER TO THE INSURGENTS. 

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IS ALMOST AS DIFFICULT. 

REFUGEES FORCED TO FLEE THEIR HOMES BY THE COMMUNISTS' 
REPRESSIVE MEASURES AND SCORCHED-EARTH POLICIES HAVE 
POURED INTO PHNOM PENH AND OTHER CITIES. SEVERE 
FOOD SHORTAGES ARE ALREADY BEGINNING. IF THE CONGRESS 
DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR CONTINUED DELIVERIES OF RICE 
AND OTHER ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES, MILLIONS OF INNOCENT 
PEOPLE WILL SUFFER - PEOPLE WHO DEPEND ON US FOR 
THEIR BARE SURVIVAL. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC HAS DEMONSTRATED 
ON COUNTLESS OCCASIONS ITS WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE 
A COMPROMISE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT TO BRING PEACE TO 
ITS TORMENTED LAND. IT HAS BEEN PROVEN OVER THE PAST 
TWO YEARS THAT THE PROGRESSIVE CUTBACKS OF AMERICAN 
SUPPORT HAVE ONLY UNDERCUT THE POSSIBILITIES OF 
NEGOTIATION BY ENCOURAGING A RUTHLESS ENEMY IN THE 
HOPE OF OBTAINING A TOTAL VICTORY. 

THESE ARE THE HARSH REALITIES WHICH THE CONGRESS 
MUST BEAR IN MIND AS IT CONSIDERS THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
REQUEST FOR SUPPLEMENTAL ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA. 

IT HAS BEEN A BASIC POLICY OF THIS GOVERNMENT TO 
GIVE MATERIAL SUPPORT TO FRIENDS AND ALLIES WHO ARE 
WILLING AND ABLE TO CARRY THE BURDEN OF THEIR OWN 
SELF-DEFENSE. CAMBODIA IS SUCH AN ALLY. 
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THIS IS A MORAL QUESTION THAT MUST BE FACED SQUARELY. 
ARE WE TO DELIBERATELY ABANDON A SMALL COUNTRY IN 
THE MIDST OF ITS LIFE AND DEATH STRUGGLE? IS THE 
UNITED STATES, WHICH SO FAR HAS CONSISTENTLY STOOD 
BY ITS FRIENDS THROUGH THE MOST DIFFICULT OF TIMES, 

NOW TO CONDEMN, IN EFFECT A SMALL ASIAN NATION TOTALLY 
DEPENDENT UPON US? WE CANNOT ESCAPE THIS RESPONSIBILITY. 
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OUR NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE INTEGRITY OF OUR 
ALLIANCES DEPEND UPON OUR REPUTATION AS A RELIABLE 
PARTNER. COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD WHO DEPEND ON 
US FOR SUPPORT - AS WELL AS THEIR FOES - WILL JUDGE 
OUR PERFORMANCE. IT IS IN THIS SPIRIT AND WITH 
THIS SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY. MR. SPEAKER, THAT I URGE 
RAPID AND FAVORABLE ACTION ON MY REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 
ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA. END TEXT KISSINGER 
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